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Abstract

Considering the importance and necessity of evaluation in teaching and
learning a second foreign language, the aim of this research is to investigate the
effect of participatory evaluation (self-assessment and peer-assessment) on the
vocabulary knowledge level of non-Iranian Persian learners. The population
was advanced level Arabic-speaking Persian learners in the Persian Language
Teaching Center of Imam Khomeini International University, 52 of whom
were randomly selected as a sample into two control and test groups (self-
assessor and peer-assessor). A researcher-made four-choice vocabulary test
was held as a pre-test. The test sheet of the control group was marked by the
researcher. In the self-assessor group, the test sheets along with the key answer
of the questions and the meaning of the words were provided to the learners
themselves so that they could mark their own sheets. In the peer-assessor group,
the same procedure as the self-assessor group was followed. The difference is
that in this group, the test sheets were randomly given to classmates for
marking. After two weeks, the same test was held again as a post-test, and this
time only the teacher marked the test and the pre-test and post-test scores were
analyzed. To examine the reliability of the test, two methods were used: the
Kuder-Richardson coefficient and the correlation coefficient of the pre-test and
post-test scores. The results showed that the Kuder-Richardson coefficient was
at the desired level of 0.884 and the correlation between the pre-test and post-
test scores was at the desired and significant level of 0.923. In addition, the test
group, i.e. the self-assessor and peer-assessor groups, performed significantly
better in the post-test compared to the control group, and the self-assessor group
performed better compared to the peer-assessor group. Accordingly, Persian
language instructors teaching non-Persian speakers can use participatory
evaluations in addition to traditional evaluation methods to increase Persian
language proficiency of learners.
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