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Vowel Mistakes of Nigerian Persian Learners”

Mohammad Razinejad’
Department of English language teaching Faculty of literature and humanities
University of Mohaghegh Ardabili.
Abstract

Teachers face many problems in teaching Persian language to non-
Persian speakers; one of them is the problem of phonetic mistakes of
the language learners. The purpose of this study is to investigate the
vowel mistakes of Hausa-speaking Nigerian Persian learners and also
to find the origin of these mistakes. The method of conducting the
present study is descriptive. The necessary data was collected by field
method and in the form of a case study. The necessary information
about Hausa language and Persian language was obtained by library
method. The collected data is the result of interviews with 21 Hausa-
speaking women studying in the Sisters' Unit of Al-Mustafa
International University in Qom. After conducting the interviews and
analyzing the data, the vowel mistakes of the subjects were identified.
To determine the significance of the mistakes that occurred for each
vowel, the chi-square statistical method was used with the help of SPSS
software. The findings of the study show that the most vowel mistakes
are related to the vowels in the Hausa language; in other words, the
intralingual factor is the main cause of the mistake with 91.13 percent
of the total mistakes. The extralingual factor is in the next rank with
47.7 percent. Educational mistakes are also in the third place with 38.1
percent. The findings show that although the extralingual factor is the
source of many pronunciation mistakes of Persian learners, the effect
of the extralingual factor can be reduced with more appropriate and
practical methods; thus, the questions of this study are: 1. Which vowels
do Hausa-speaking Nigerian Persian learners make mistakes in
pronunciation? 2. What is the source of vowel mistakes of Hausa-
speaking Nigerian Persian learners?

Keywords: pronunciation, vowel mistakes, mistake analysis, fluent speaker, Nigerian
Persian learner.
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