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Abstract

Storytelling and short story telling have long been recognized as effective in second language
teaching due to their narrative structure, emotional engagement, and provision of meaningful input.
However, in the field of teaching Persian to non-Persian speakers, the lack of a standardized practical
framework and a paucity of systematic empirical evidence have limited the widespread application
of this approach. The aim of this study is to provide an operational and localized model based on a
systematic review of theoretical and empirical evidence. This study was conducted by conducting
a structured search in Scopus, ERIC, Normags, Magiran, and Alamnet databases (Y Y{-)3A0)
with specialized keywords and selecting Y9 experimental and quasi-experimental studies using
the MMAT assessment tool. Data analysis was conducted through Thomas and Harden’s (Y« +A)
three-stage thematic synthesis. The findings showed that using stories graded according to the
Common Language Frame of Reference increased vocabulary by 7Y and comprehension by ZYA
compared to traditional methods. The main challenges include the lack of localized story texts with
difficulty ratings, teachers> unfamiliarity with storytelling techniques, and cultural complexities
in conveying epic and mystical concepts. In the results section, the five-component model PCF
—5(cultural pretext, simultaneous narrative reception, syntactic structure analysis, situational role
reconstruction, and dynamic narrative evaluation) is proposed as an operational framework. Also,
the creation of a national bank of graded stories, the design of quasi-experimental trials with long-
term follow-up, and the integration of storytelling education into teacher training programs are
introduced as research and policy priorities.

Keywords: Storytelling, short story, epic story, Persian language teaching, Language
Reference Framework, Model PCF —5
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