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Abstract

Myths, as integral elements of nations’ cultural and literary heritage, not only embody collective
worldviews and belief systems but also hold considerable potential for language education. However,
their narrative and cultural dimensions have received limited comparative and analytical attention
in the context of Persian language instruction, particularly with respect to reading comprehension.
Therefore, the primary aim of this study is to investigate the shared narrative elements in Iranian
and Greek myths and to elucidate their pedagogical potential for enhancing Persian reading skills.
The central research question guiding this study is: which characteristics of mythological texts
make them suitable and effective for teaching Persian reading comprehension?

To address this question, the present study draws on schema theory and adopts a comparative
studies approach to investigate the role of cultural background knowledge in the comprehension
and interpretation of mythological texts. It seeks to demonstrate how mythological commonalities
can function as an instructional tool in the process of language learning.

The research adopts a descriptive—analytical method based on library research. The data were
collected from Iranian and Greek mythological texts, particularly the narrative of Rostam and
Esfandiar in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh and the story of Achilles in the Trojan War. These narratives
were analyzed according to narrative elements such as characterization, hero-centeredness, the
conflict between good and evil, plot structure, and submission to fate. The findings suggest that,
despite their cultural and historical differences, Iranian and Greek myths display notable similarities
in both narrative structure and storytelling elements. Key shared features encompass the portrayal of
superhuman heroes, pivotal battles that determine the course of fate, the extensive use of symbolic
imagery, and the persistent conflict between opposing forces. These common narrative patterns
highlight the structural and thematic affinities between the mythological traditions of the two
cultures. The presence of superhuman heroes, decisive battles, symbolism, and the confrontation of
opposing forces are among the most prominent common features of these narratives. Considering
these characteristics, mythological texts constitute rich sources of vocabulary and complex
grammatical structures, making them practical and valuable resources for teaching advanced
concepts and challenging vocabulary in Persian language instruction

Keywords: Myth, Teaching Persian Reading Skills (or Persian Reading Instruction) «
The Iceberg Theory. Cultural Knowledge, Schema Theory
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