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Studies
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Department of General Linguistics, Hazrat-e Masoumeh University, Qom, Iran.

Abstract

The word, as the most dynamic linguistic unit, constitutes a fundamental structural element in the
language system. It represents a general concept, yet exhibits cross-linguistic diversity in terms of its
functional and structural properties. In this regard, the present study examines the concept of the word
and, more specifically, seeks to address the following questions: How can the linguistic unit “word”
be defined and classified based on linguistic criteria, and how do these criteria apply to different types
of words in Persian? The aim of this research is to apply selected morphological criteria from modern
linguistics to the analysis of simple and non-simple Persian words, in order to determine the extent to
which these criteria are useful for describing Persian morphological structure. This study was conducted
using a descriptive-analytical method, and the findings indicate that the word is an independent unit that
functions in both speech and writing as an entity distinct from the syntactic group and the sentence. The
internal structure of the word is cohesive, such that no element can be inserted into or removed from it
without causing the form to lose its word status or become ungrammatical.

The study also introduces and analyzes two types of non-simple Persian words: derived and compound
words. A derived word is formed through the process of derivation, whereby one or more derivational
affixes are attached to a lexical base, resulting in a new word with a new meaning and lexical category.
Compounding, in turn, creates compound words that fall into various subcategories. In many Persian
compounds, the relationship between the two constituent elements is that of object or adverbial relation
to an accompanying verbal element, or alternatively, that of head and modifier, typically producing
compositional meanings. However, in many other cases, no transparent semantic relationship exists
between the components of the compound, and the resulting meaning is non-compositional. Overall,
the concept of the word, as an influential component of linguistic structure, possesses its own defining
characteristics and must be studied with respect to its structural, semantic, and classificatory dimensions.

Keywords: word, lexeme, simple word, non-simple word, derivation, compounding.
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