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Abstract

The present research is a case study investigating the impact of storytelling on the reading comprehension
of Persian heritage language children, within the framework of Bandurass (Y4A1) social learning
theory. This study employs a quasi-experimental design with a pre-test and post-test for both control
and experimental groups. The statistical population consists of Y+ Persian heritage language kids,
approximately 1 to 4 years old. Heritage language kids refer to young language learners who grow up
in an environment where a language other than the dominant societal language is spoken. Preserving
and promoting heritage languages among children in multilingual communities and families presents
significant challenges and opportunities in linguistics and language education.

The study>s population was divided into a control group (\+ kids)and an experimental group (\+ kids). Both
groups received instruction in reading and comprehension skills for A weeks, with two sessions per week,
using the stories «The Wobbly Pumpkin)y and «The Elephant in the Dark) - each story taught over a four-
week period. The experimental group was taught using the storytelling method, while the control group
was taught using the traditional method. Pre-tests and post-tests were designed and administered for
each group, and a follow-up test was conducted one month later to assess the sustainability of the results.
Data analysis revealed that the experimental group, which was taught the stories through the storytelling
method, showed a significant improvement in comprehension compared to the control group. The mean
scores of the post-test and follow-up test for the experimental group were significantly higher than those
of the control group. This research demonstrated that using the storytelling method can significantly
improve the reading comprehension of heritage language children and yield sustainable results.

Keywords: Storytelling, Heritage Language , Bandurass Social Learning Theory , Reading

Comprehension , Persian Language Teaching.
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1.Reading in a Meaningful and Functional Context
2.In-Depth Interaction About Texts
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