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Abstract

Conceptual metaphor constitutes an effective means of facilitating the clearer and more accessible
comprehension of abstract and intangible concepts. The present study investigates both the extent
of the use of conceptual metaphor and its role in conveying abstract concepts within the sixthgrade
Persian textbook. To this end, employing the method of categorical content analysis, the conceptual
metaphors embedded in the textbook were extracted and evaluated. First, data pertaining to source
and target domains, semantic extension, and their mappings were systematically categorized through
tabular representation. Subsequently, their frequencies were determined for further examination and
analysis. Through these procedures, the research questions—concerning the degree of metaphor
usage in the sixthgrade Persian textbook, the diversity of source domains, and the total number of
overarching metaphors employed—were addressed as follows: Findings revealed that the authors
utilized a total of 1V ¢ metaphors to facilitate the comprehension of abstract and intangible concepts,
thereby enhancing students’ cognitive understanding. Among these, the diversity of target domains
amounted to 17, while the diversity of source domains reached Y'V; thus, the variation across
both domains demonstrates a satisfactory frequency. However, according to the data obtained, the
distribution of metaphors across the 'V lessons of the textbook does not follow a logical pattern.
Consequently, it appears that the metaphors included in the textbook were not systematically aligned
with its pedagogical objectives, and the authors did not fully consider the instructional potential of
metaphor in the sixthgrade Persian curriculum. It is suggested that, by establishing balance in the
deployment of metaphors across all lessons, textbook authors could employ this cognitive tool in a

more systematic and pedagogically effective manner.
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