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Language Distance and Dialect Challenges: An
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Abstract

Examining the challenges faced by non-Persian learners and striving to simplify the process of
learning the Persian language is a necessary endeavor. Today, thousands of individuals in China
are engaged in learning Persian; nevertheless, the linguistic distance has confronted these Persian
learners with challenges—particularly at the initial stages of their learning journey. The findings
indicate that the significant phonological and syllabic distance between the two languages
constitutes the primary source of difficulty. The restricted syllabic structure of Chinese, which is
predominantly based on the simple consonant-vowel (CV) pattern, stands in stark contrast to the
diverse syllabic structures of Persian. This contrast reaches its peak in patterns such as consonant-
vowel-consonant-consonant (CVCC), giving rise to conspicuous difficulties in the pronunciation of
coda consonants at the syllable-final position. Moreover, the long vowel /p:/ («}») and the consonant
/q/ («&») have no counterparts within the vowel and consonant inventories of the Chinese language,
rendering them unfamiliar to Chinese learners. Additionally, due to the early acquisition of the
«Pinyin» system in childhood, when encountering Persian, another difficulty—which can be termed
metalinguistic interference—plagues Chinese Persian learners. In the concluding section of this
paper, an effort has been made to examine other obstacles, including the influence of geographical
region and native dialect of Chinese Persian learners on their learning and pronunciation of Persian
vocabulary, and, to the extent possible, to propose solutions for mitigating the aforementioned

difficulties.

Keywords: Non-native Consonants, Vowel Structure, Coda Consonants, Mandarin Chinese.
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