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Abstract

The application of artificial intelligence (Al) in automated language assessment, while promising
objectivity and scalability, faces the fundamental challenge of clashing with native, competency-
based standards-particularly in low-resource languages such as Persian. Adopting a differential
approach, this study conducts a comparative analysis of the theoretical capabilities of Al in assessing
reading, writing, and listening skills against the descriptors of the «Reference Standard for Persian
Language Education» by the Saadi Foundation.

Employing a critical documentary analysis method and designing a three-dimensional analytical
matrix (comprising the indicators of machine-processability, context-dependency, and inference
robustness), Y7 skill descriptors from the standard were examined. The analysis was conducted
with the participation of two analysts and underwent iterative review. The findings revealed a
pattern of «asymmetric validity distribution.» Al demonstrated the highest alignment in the reading
skill (due to the static nature of text). In the writing skill, the contradiction of «correct form versus
invalid content» (Al hallucination) and the inability to assess discourse logic reduce validity at
advanced levels. In the listening domain, a profound gap was observed between acoustic decoding
and the inference of layered meaning (tone, irony).

The differential analysis indicates that the gap in the three skills is primarily epistemological and
concentrated at advanced levels (C'—CY). In contrast, the gap in the speaking skill (serving as the
comparative reference point) is interactional-situational in nature and begins at intermediate levels.
Consequently, complete reliance on Al for comprehensive Persian language assessment, especially
at advanced levels, carries the risk of reducing communicative competence and threatening construct
validity. Accordingly, a «skill-based hierarchical hybrid assessment model» is proposed, wherein
the role of Al is moderated from being the exclusive assessor at basic levels to a supplementary tool
under human supervision at advanced levels.

Keywords: Automated Language Assessment, Artificial Intelligence, Saadi Foundation
Reference Standard, Validity Differential Analysis, Hybrid Assessment Model.
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