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Abstract

Language in investigative settings plays a central role in constructing identity, regulating power
relations, and advancing judicial interaction. The data for this study were drawn from authentic
interrogative interactions in criminal case contexts. Using a qualitative—quantitative analytical
approach, the corpus was examined through systematic coding based on Gee’s discourse-building
tools. The findings indicate that the discourse constructs of activities and identities show the highest
frequency in interrogation interactions and play a decisive role in shaping the representation of
the suspect, directing responses, and organizing the flow of dialogue. These constructs contribute
to the institutional management of meaning and the asymmetrical distribution of power between
participants. Beyond illuminating the role of language in judicial processes, the results have
important pedagogical implications. The findings can inform the development of instructional
materials for teaching Persian in formal and specialized contexts, particularly in courses focused
on reading and analyzing legal texts. The study further demonstrates that advanced-level Persian
language instruction can benefit from incorporating legal discourse analysis to enhance learners’

awareness of how language constructs meaning, identity, and power in institutional settings..
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